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RHETORICAL DEVICES OF PERSUASION IN JOE BIDEN’S SPEECHES

The article analyzes rhetorical devices of persuasion in Joe Biden's speeches defined as an oral
talk delivered in front of the audience by the president, premier-minister or other politician with
an aim to set certain tasks, to give recommendations, or to highlight urgent issues and problems.
One of the main tasks of a speech is the influence on its recipients which is achieved by making
use of classical rhetoric, namely its three devices of persuasion: ethos, logos, pathos. Appealing to
ethos using the phrases «my fellow Americans» and «folks» and substituting the pronoun «I» with
«wey helps the President to create the effect of unity and to represent himself as a part of the nation
and his political team. To maintain a positive image Biden often discredits his main opponent Donald
Trump utilizing the words and phrases with negative connotations. Appealing to logos is observed
in relation between the thesis and arguments. Usually Joe Biden prefers a twice-repeated thesis
that is supported by stating historical facts, statistics, authorities, and laws. Appealing to pathos
is closely connected with emotions and feelings. They in turn are triggered by needs that influence
people’s behavior. Appealing to safety need is provided by highlighting the idea of democracy that
brings stability and, as a result, safety. Besides, using the unchanged phrases «May God bless youy
and «May God protect our troopsy» Biden touches upon faith (God as people s protector) and military
protection. Belongingness needs in Biden s speeches are underscored with the help of the words with
the semantics of unity which reflects belongingness to a nation or the world’s community as well
as entering a smaller — professional — group. Appealing to esteem need concerns specific groups
of people (mainly doctors, soldiers, and immigrants) whom Biden considers a driving force in
the development of American ideas and, hence, he describes them with the words and phrases which
have the connotation of respect and development. The President appeals to the self-actualization
need usually by representing the USA as a leading country at the international level being verbalized

by the phrases that denote leadership.
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Research question. Political discourse has long
remained in the focus of scholars investigating
the text and talk of professional politicians or
political institutions both at the local, national,
and international levels [15, p. 12]. The latter use
language as a tool of political power [11, c. 48] to
influence the masses making use of classical rhetoric
being primarily developed as an ‘art’ to persuade
people in a political assembly [15, p. 34], to make
the audience believe and act according to the desires
and intentions of the speaker. In the view of the said
above it is important to analyze political speeches in
order to reveal the hidden senses and prevent their
recipients from being manipulated or deceived.

Research overview. Being an element of political
discourse political speech is defined as an oral talk
delivered in front of the audience by the president,
premier-minister or other politician with an aim
to set certain tasks, to give recommendations, or

to highlight urgent issues and problems [5, c. 54].
From the communicative perspective political speech
is a communication process and one of the types
of a social action [10, c. 208] with the heads of states
occupying the role of central political figures which
makes their speeches subject to scrutiny of both public
and scholars who have investigated linguo-stylistic
peculiarities of speeches [4], their argumentation
[2; 3], rhetoric functions of set phrases in speeches
[8], linguo-pragmatic [9] and cognitive-rhetorical
aspects of their persuasive potential the latter being
embodied in various rhetorical effects such as those
of modesty and determination [19] as well as evoked
by the appeal to human needs [20].

The research overview shows a complex approach
to the study of speeches and the revival of classical
rhetoric for both practical purposes and as the basis
for linguistic analysis of political “speeches designed
to persuade” [12, p 49] by means of logos, ethos,

161



Bueni sanucku THY imeni B. 1. Bepnancbkoro. Cepisa: ®inosnoris. JKypranictuka

and pathos. Logos is the so-called rational persuasive
method employing examples [13, p. 3], ethos is
a character-based appeal involving the reputation
of the speaker and what that speaker actually does
and says in and during his/her speech [13, p. 4]
and pathos is emotional persuasion [13, p. 4].

The three methods of persuasion have been
touched upon in the cited works separately from
each other though they are always interrelated in
a speech and target at producing an integral impact
on the audience.

The purpose of the research is to analyze
rhetorical devices of persuasion in the speeches
of the present-day American president Joe Biden who
being the head of one of the most powerful states is one
of the most influential politicians both domestically
and internationally. Achieving this goal involves
fulfilling the following tasks: to reveal the devices
of logos in Biden’s speeches, to investigate his appeal
to ethos, i.e. the general effect produced by his oration
and to analyze how he influences the recipients’
emotions.

Results and discussion. Though as it has already
been mentioned all the three methods of influence are
interconnected they will be considered separately in
this paper for research purposes.

Ethos: speaker’s self-representation.

It is generally recognized that ethos is an ethical
appeal, which helps to create a connection between
the speaker and the audience. Ethos concerns
the esteem in which the speaker is held. It means that
an orator should be a person whom the listener can
trust. As ethos includes acknowledging shared values,
history, and beliefs, it is closely bound to creating
certain effects on the audience [6, c. 132].

To represent himself in his speeches Joe Biden
aims at producing the effect of unity with the nation
and creating his positive image at the expense of his
predecessor Donald Trump.

The effect of unity is achieved by showing
President’s belongingness to the nation and his
political team by using the pronoun «we» to emphasize
that he is an ordinary American, who understands
people’s problems and shares their experience.
However, there are cases when he highlights
himself as the leader of the country, especially while
talking about some definite achievements. For this
purpose, he uses the pronoun «/». This tendency
is clearly observed, for example, in «Remarks by
President Biden at the 153rd National Memorial
Day Observance», when Biden uses the pronouns
«we» and «our» 94 times, while «/» and «my» are
used only 26 times.
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In addition, it is common for the President to
address the citizens with the help of special phrases:
«folks» and «my fellow Americans». According
to the dictionaries «folks» is used «if you want to
speak in a friendly way to people you do not know»
[14, e-ref] or to denote «the persons of one's own
family» [18, e-ref]. At the same time, the word
«fellow» is «usedto refer to someone who has the same
job or interests as you, or is in the same situation
as you» [14, e-ref]. We can draw a conclusion that
both of these phrases have the meaning of unity,
of having something in common.

Besides, Joe Biden usually uses the failures
and mistakes of his predecessor, Donald Trump,
to create a better image of himself. The President
describes his politics as active, democratic,
and based on the rule of law, while Donald Trump
and the Republican Party are related with various
words and phrases with a negative connotation («an
obstructiony», «an assaulty, «the black hole», «an
abyssy, «interfering with electionsy, «cyberattacksy,
«poisoningy, «to roll overy, etc.): «Today, the right to
vote and the rule of law are under unrelenting assault
from Republican governors, attorneys general,
secretaries of state, state legislators. And they're
following my predecessor — the last President — into
a deep, deep black hole and abyssy» [21].

Logos: argumentation.

Logos is a rational appeal, which serves as
the basis for argumentation theory [6, c. 132].
Argumentation is defined as proving the thesis with
the help of arguments. It is generally accepted, that
any speech must contain a chain of arguments that
support the message that the author wants to deliver to
his or her audience. It contributes to the truthfulness
and solidness of the presented ideas [1, c. 202].

Among the rhetorical arguments which are
used to support the thesis, the majority of modern
scholars distinguish appealing to facts, statistics,
laws, and authorities [7, c. 54]. After analyzing Joe
Biden’s speeches we may conclude that he often
combines all of them, creating a strong base for
showing the correctness of his ideas. This tendency
is exemplified by «Remarks by President Biden
at the 153rd National Memorial Day Observance». As
this speech is delivered on Memorial Day, it is closely
connected with the topic of American independence
and the price paid for it. That is why these two ideas
are mentioned in the thesis: «We remember those who
gave their all in the service of America, in the service
of freedom, in the service of justice» [22].

The first argument that follows the thesis contains
appealing to historical facts which are closely bound
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to the occasion mentioned in it. The President reminds
people of the Civil War which became the first step
in America’s way to its democratic ideals. In such
a way he shows that these struggles have been
continuing since the foundation of the USA and now
they unite all the generations making each person
engaged in this process: «We all know Memorial
Day origins lie in the wake of the Civil War — a war
for the freedom of all. A war for union. A war for
liberty and for the preservation of the Constitution
[22]. In this context, Joe Biden also mentions
General John Logan, who after the end of the Civil
War issued an order, which started Memorial Day.
So the President emphasizes that today Americans
preserve old traditions.

Besides, Joe Biden often appeals to authorities by
giving quotes of famous statesmen who contributed to
developing the USA. In this speech, for instance, he
mentions President Lincoln, who is highly respected
by Americans: «Here in Arlington lie heroes who gave
what President Lincoln called «the last full measure
of devotion» » [22].

Appealing to statistics in Biden’s addresses
is met rarely, but its utilizing always provides
a strong effect of grief, because the numbers given
by the President are never approximation. They
reflect the exact number of losses, which again make
people feel involved. Citizens understand that these
numbers include sacrifices of each family: «Each
day — starting when [ was Vice President of the United
States — I carry in my pocket a number of troops
killed during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Not
an approximation, not rounded-off numbers — they
each leave behind an entire community and family.
And today, that number is 7,036 — 7,036 fallen angels
who have lost their lives in these conflicts» [22].

It is worth mentioning that appealing to
laws in Joe Biden’s speeches is usually quite
generalized and mainly refers to the statements from
the Constitution. Talking about the soldiers who died
in various military conflicts the President highlights
that America’s power is in its democratic principles.
In turn, democratic principles are protected by
the Constitution. This logical chain helps Joe
Biden to prove the importance of each soldier for
the thriving of the USA and, therefore, the necessity
to cherish their memory: «What we do now —what we
do now, how we honor the memory of the fallen, will
determine whether or not democracy will long endure.
(...) Democracy thrives when the infrastructure
of democracy is strong; (...) when the rule of law
applies equally and fairly to every citizen, regardless
of where they come from or what they look like» [22].

We can claim that the relation between the thesis
and arguments in Joe Biden’s speeches is usually
determined by the topic and occasion. Mainly he
prefers using twice-repeated thesis. It means that
the President indicates his thesis in the introductive
part and then paraphrases it in the conclusion.
Arguments in this structure occupy the main part.
This approach helps Joe Biden to emphasize the main
idea and to attract more attention to the issue.

Pathos: appealing to needs and emotions.

In classical rhetoric pathos 1is defined as
an appeal based on passion or emotion [16, p. 574].
Now researchers talk about a psychology of
pathos in which a sensory impression is recorded
in the brain as an attitudinal and associational
complex of the context in which the impression
was experienced. This allows a rhetor to order
various stimuli to trigger mental responses
in the audience [16, p. 585]. Modern psychologists
claim that emotions are the driving factors
of both positive and negative motivation. It is closely
connected with people’s needs, which have their five-
staged hierarchy singled out by Abraham Maslow
[20, p. 156].

In his speeches Joe Biden appeals to four groups
of needs: safety, belongingness, esteem and self-
actualization.

Safety need relates to people’s need to feel safe
and secure in their life and surroundings. It may
be achieved by maintaining order with the help
of laws and getting protection from unpredictable
and dangerous conditions [17, p. 39]. Biden pays
special attention to this very appeal because America
is considered to be a modern cradle of democracy,
which means that “if every person is sacred, then
every person s rights are sacred” [22].

The President is sure, that all Americans must
adhere to the basic idea of equality. Although it was
established a long time ago, nowadays it remains
a key element that supports the whole mechanism
of democracy. While analyzing this issue it appears
quite clear, that Joe Biden creates a kind of a chain
«democracy = stability = safety», where all links
are interdependent and may be preserved only by
following the rule of law: «Democracy thrives
when the infrastructure of democracy is strong;
when people have the right to vote freely and fairly
and conveniently; (...) when the rule of law applies
equally and fairly to every citizen, regardless of where
they come from or what they look like» [24].

Delivering speeches connected with the COVID-
19 pandemic Joe Biden always insists on the necessity
to get vaccinated as the only possible way to
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protect the lives and health of Americans. He uses
an ontological metaphor (VIRUS IS AN ENEMY)
to compare the fight for independence carried out by
their ancestors with the fight against the virus which
they face today: “Two hundred and forty-five years
ago, we declared our independence from a distant
king. Today, we’re closer than ever to declaring our
independence from a deadly virus” [23].

Speaking about appealing to Safety needs special
attention should be paid to the way Biden ends almost
all his speeches. Usually, he utilizes two unchangeable
phrases: «May God bless you» and «May God protect
our troops». On the one hand, the President touches
on religious beliefs of God being people’s protector,
which very much influences the minds of believing
citizens. On the other hand, Biden always mentions
troops, i.e. an army that defends American interests
both inside the country and abroad. So, in such a way
he evokes in people’s minds the idea of being safe.

Belongingness need according to Maslow’s
hierarchy includes the necessity for each person
to belong to a group (to be a partner, a friend,
acolleague, a citizen, etc.) [17, p. 42]. In his speeches
Biden often represents the USA as an old country
with deep roots and an established set of values.
However, it was reached only due to the efforts
of'each citizen as an integral part of the country. Using
the words with the meaning of unity («unity», «to be
Jjoinedy, «solidarity», «fellow», «together», etc.) he
emphasizes the audience’s and his belongingness to
the nation: «A4nd today we see the results of the unity
of purpose (...) we're forging in our nation, for
together we’re beating the virus. Together, we're
breathing life into our economy. Together, we will
rescue our people from division and despair. But
together we must do it» [23].

At the same time, Biden develops this idea
and states that America exists not in isolation,
but as a part of the world. So, if a person lives in
the USA, he or she is a member not only of the state’s
community but also of the world’s one. For this
purpose the President chooses phrases and words
that denote American involvement worldwide (for
instance, «standing shoulder-to-shoulder with our
allies», «American engagement internationally»,
«global action», «shared challenges», «to be the part
of international community», «shared concerns»,
etc.): «That’s why we've moved quickly to begin
restoring American _engagement _internationally
and earn back our leadership position, to catalyze
global action on shared challenges” [25].

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic Biden
appeals to belongingness to various strata of society
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and professional groups struggling against the virus
using such nominating units as scientists, researchers,
educators, other frontline and essential workers.
Once again he points out that these are ordinary
people who help their nation to survive in this
tough time so the President encourages people to be
grateful to the citizens who belong to these essential
professional groups: “...we can thank the scientists
and researchers, the educators, and all the other
frontline_and essential workers, like many of you
here today who became the light to see us through
the darkness” [25].

Esteem need includes self-worth, accomplishment,
and respect [17, p. 45]. In most cases, Joe Biden
appeals to them when he wants to emphasize
the essential role of each ordinary citizen for
the whole country. It presupposes the necessity to
respect them for their actions and achievements, as
they move the USA forward.

Predictably, Joe Biden can’t help mentioning
soldiers who died in various military conflicts
defending the idea of the USA. The President
highlights the importance of their sacrifice
and encourages people to remember all of them by
using words and phrases which have the meaning
of respect (for example, «fo honor», «to be grateful
fory, «to be proudy, «honorable», «to remember»,
«valory, «to appreciate», «dignity», «esteem», etc.):
«Women and men, all those we honor today, gave
their lives for their country, but they live forever in
our hearts — forever proud, forever honorable, forever
Americany» [22].

Moreover, Biden usually states that America is
a diverse country, which unites within its borders
various completely different people. Nevertheless, it
is the diversity that has helped the USA to achieve
such an immense success. To emphasize this idea
speaking about immigrants Biden usually utilizes
words that denote development correlating with
accomplishment in Maslow’s definition, for example,
«to renewy, «to thriven, «to developy», «to grow», «to
increasey», «to be essentialy, «to build smth backy,
etc.: «All of you represent how immigration has
always been essential to America. We're constantly
renewing ourselves. Constantly. When we come out
of this pandemic and build an economy, we’re going
to build it back bettery [24].

Self-actualization need covers the realization
of potential, self-fulfillment, seeking personal
growth, accomplishing everything that one can
do [17, p. 46]. In his speeches, Biden usually
appeals to self-actualization needs by showing
the achievements of America on the international
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level. Its participation in various agreements,
summits, and meetings is vital for maintaining peace
and stability across the globe. Furthermore, America
isready to use all its strength and influence to become
even more powerful and to help other countries in
the shared aim to create a better world. This issue
is represented by utilizing phrases that denote
various aspects of leadership, like «to earn back
a leadership position», «to become the firsty», «to
achieve higher resultsy, «to step up the diplomacy»,
«to ensure the support», «to struggle for democracy
around the worldy, etc.: «We're also stepping up
our_diplomacy to end the war in Yemen (...). I've
asked my Middle East team to ensure our support
for the United Nations-led initiative to impose
a ceasefire, open humanitarian channels, and restore
long-dormant peace talks» [25].

Conclusions and the prospects for further
research. Rhetorical analysis of Joe Biden’s speeches
brings us to the conclusion that the acting American
president makes his speeches persuasive employing
three rhetorical devices of influence: ethos, logos,
pathos. Biden appeals to ethos creating the effect
of his unity with the nation and discrediting his main
opponent Donald Trump. Appealing to logos the US
head utilizes a twice-repeated thesis supported by
historical facts, statistics, authorities, and laws.
Influence on the audience through pathos is gained
by means of appealing to the safety, belongingness,
esteem and self-actualization needs.

The prospects for further research consist in
analyzing Joe Biden’s speeches from a cognitive
rhetorical perspective allowing to bind five canons
of rhetoric and cognitive structures.
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Mimenko T. B., Jlynenko O. B. PATOPUYHI CIIOCOBH BILTUBY Y ITIPOMOBAX JI?)KO BAWJIEHA

Y cmammi ananizytomecsa pumopuuni 3acodou nepexonanus y npomosax [oco baiidena, wo eusnaua-
HOMbCA AK YCHA NPOMO8A Npe3udenma, npem'ep-miHicmpa abo iHuio2o nonimuxa nepeo ayoumopicro 3 Memor
NOCMAHOBKU NeBHUX 3A80AHb, HAOAHHSA PeKOMeHOAYill b0 BUCBIMIEHHS HA2ATbHUX NUMAaHb i npobiem. OOnum
3 OCHOBHUX 3A80AHb NPOMOBU € BNIUE HA ii peyunieHmis, AKULl 00CA2AEMbCA 3a PAXYHOK BUKOPUCTNAHHSA K1d-
CUYHOI pumopuxu, a came ii mpbox cnocodié nepekoOHaHHs: emoc, 1020c, nagoc. 36epHenHs 00 emocy 3a
00nomo2or Gppasz «Moi cnieiMUUSHUKY AMEPUKAHYI» | «HAPOO», 4 MAKONHC 3AMIHA 3AUMEHHUKA (A% HA «MU»
oonomazarome npe3udeHny CImeopumu egpekm coHocmi i nokazamu cebe 4acmunor Hayii i ceoci norimudnoi
Komarnou. /ns 36epedicenus no3umuenozo imiodcy baiiden wacmo ouckpeoumye c6020 20108H020 ONOHEHMA
Jonanvoa Tpamna, suxkopucmogyouu cioea i pazu 3 He2amusHUMU KOHOMAYiaMuy. 36epHeHHs 00 1020CY
cnocmepieaemsbcs y 383Ky midc mesoro ma apeymenmamu. 3azeuvani J{orco Batioen nHadae nepesazy 060-
Kpamuiu me3si, Ky niompumyoms icmopudri paxmu, Cmamucmuxa, agmopumenmu i 3aKoHU. 36epHeHHs 00
naghocy micHo nos'azane 3 emoyiamu i nouymmsamu. Bonu, y ceow uepey, BUKIUKAIOMbCA nompedamu, sKi
BNIUBAIOMb HA NOBEJIHKY Ntodell. 36epHenHs 00 nompebu y be3neyi 3a0e3neuyemvcst WIsIXOM HA2OLOULeHHS
Ha i0ei’ demoxpamii, AKa NPUHOCUMb CMAOLIbHICMYb i, K HACTIOOK, besnexy. Kpim moezo, euxopucmosgyiouu
neaminni ppaszu «Hexail Boe bnacocnosums sacy i «Hexaii boe saxuwae nawi giticoxkay, Batioen mopkacmucs
sipu (boea sk 3axucnuxa noodetl) i siticbkosoeo 3axucmy. [lompebu npunanescnocmi 6 npomosax batidena
NIOKPeCcatoomsCsl 3a 00NOMO20I0 CI6 I3 CEMARMUKOIO €OHOCMI, KA 8I000OpAICAE HANEHCHICMb 00 Hayii abo
CBIMOBOT CNITLbHOMU, A MAKOIIC 8X00ACEHHS 00 MeHWwol — npoghecitinoi — epynu. Anensayis 00 nompedu 8 nosasi
CMOCYEMbC KOHKPEMHUX 2PYN Ji00ell (6 0CHOBHOMY NIKapis, conoamie ma immiepanmis), akux baiiden 6sa-
HCAE PYWIUHOIO CUTLOIO Y PO3BUMKY AMEPUKAHCLKUX [0ell i, omoice, AKUX 8IH HOMIHYE closamu ma ¢pazamu,
wWo maroms KoHomayito nogazu ma pos3sumky. Ilpezudenm 36epmaemovcsa 00 nompebu 6 camoakxmyanizayii, ax
npasuio, npeocmassiouu CLIA ax npogiony Kpainy na MidicHapoOHoOMY PIeHI, wo 6epoanizyemovcs (hpazamu,
SKI NO3HAYAOMb J1I0EPCMBO.

Knrwuosi cnosa: norimuuna npomosa, pumopuxa, 1020c, emoc, nagoc.
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